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with the Emperor could only bring its full harvest
of profit and glory to the King of England if
the Catholic powers on the Continent were con-
vinced of Henry's essential orthodoxy, notwith-
standing his quarrel with the Pope.1 So, though
Cranmer might be favoured privately and Katha-
rine's coquetting with the new learning and its
professors winked at, Gardiner, whose Catholicism
was stronger than that of his master, had to be
the figure-head to impress foreigners.
In July 1543 the English contingent to aid the
imperial troops to protect Flanders was sent from
Guisnes and Calais under Sir John Wallop. By the
strict terms of the treaty they were only to be em-
ployed for a limited period for the defence of terri-
tory invaded by the enemy ; but soon after Wallop's
arrival he was asked to take part in the regular
siege of Lahdrecy in Hainault, that had been
occupied by the French. Henry allowed him to
do so under protest. It was waste of time, he
said, and would divert the forces from what was
to be their main object; but if he allowed it, he
must have the same right when the war in France
commenced to call upon the imperial contingent
with him also to besiege a town if he wished to
do so. Both the allies, even before the war really
began, were playing for their own hands with
1 How necessary this was is seen by the strenuous efforts, even thus
late, of the Pope to effect a reconciliation between Charles and Francis
rather than acquiesce in a combination between the former and the ex-
communicated King of England. Paul III. sent his grandson, Cardinal
Farnese, in November 1543 to Flanders and to the Emperor with this
object; but Charles was determined, and told the Cardinal in no gentle
terms that the Pope's dallying with the infidel Turks, and Francis* intrigues
with the Lutherans, were a hundred times worse than his own alliance
with the schismatic King of England. (Spanish Calendar, vol. 7.)